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Holy God,
source of all goodness,
who show us in Saint Mary MacKillop
a woman of faith
living by the power of the Cross,
teach us, we pray,
to embrace what she pioneered,
that like her we may show to the world
new ways of living the Gospel
that respect and defend
the human diginity of all in our land.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

From our Principal Mrs. Melissa Evgeniadis

Dear St Andrew’s Community,

| wish to thank each and every one of you - staff, students, families and parishioners - for welcoming
me into the St Andrew’s school community. These past three weeks have been an absolute joy for me
to listen, learn and connect with you all. I instantly felt a sense of belonging from day one which has
made my transition into the community and Principal role a smooth and enjoyable experience. | have
truly appreciated the time that families have spent saying hello, introducing themselves, sharing
stories about their family and checking in on me. The community spirit at St Andrew’s is seen, heard
and felt.

I am incredibly grateful for, and in awe of the dedication and passion for education shown by the staff
of St Andrew’s. | have loved observing the ways in which staff are building authentic and meaningful
relationships with the children in their care. Seeing the bright smiles on the student’s faces tell me that
they feel safe, happy and loved as St Andrew’s. The staff go above and beyond for the children to
ensure that every student is being catered for.

| especially wish to thank the leadership team - Glenn, Laura, Carolyn, Steve, Brittany and Beth for
their incredible support and leadership. It is because of their expertise, skills, knowledge and
dedication that the school has continued to maintain such high expectations and organisation
throughout a change in Principal. Furthermore, | am extremely grateful to our admin staff, Nicole and
Bianca for the welcoming, calm and organised atmosphere they create in our front office. | appreciate
the time they have each spent to support me in learning the St Andrew’s systems, processes and
online platforms so that together we can continue to serve our community with love, care and
efficiency.

| am truly excited about the opportunities that lie ahead and look forward
to collaborating with our dedicated staff, supportive parents, and
enthusiastic students. Together, we will continue to nurture and build
upon the strong foundation of St Andrew’s and strive for continuous
improvement in all aspects of our educational mission. Let us journey
forward with faith, hope, and love, trusting in God's grace to guide us
every step of the way.

Go gently,

Mel
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From our Deputy Principal, Mr Glenn Mugavin PAGE 03

Teaching and learning about Ash
Wednesday & Lent

Our students have been (or will be) learning about
the Church Liturgical Season of Lent, which begins on
Ash Wednesday. Years 3,4 5 & 6 will attend the parish
Ash Wednesday Mass on Wednesday 18 February at
9am and our Foundation to Year 2s will participate in
an Ash Wednesday prayer service in the Junior Wet
Space at 2:15pm. Families are invited to these
opportunities for communal prayer.

Our Foundation students will be introduced to the
Season of Lent with a pancake making (and eating)
activity on Shrove Tuesday.

Mini-Vinnies: Social justice action
in the community

P R o J E ‘ I Project Compassion launch

Members of our Mini-Vinnies Social Justice

Co M PAS S I O N Action team are representing St Andrew’s
at the Project Compassion launch at
MacKillop College on Tuesday 17 February.
Bishop Martin Ashe is leading the launch &
we look forward to the Mini-Vinnies

returning, inspired by his words, to begin
their Lenten social justice action.
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From our Wellbeing & Digital Pedagogies Leader, Mrs Laura Chamberlain PAGE 04

As we start the year | would like to thank families for getting onboard with nForma and Remind, |
invite parents with any tech issues to pop into the office before and after school to ask for my
assistance.

As part of our Positive Behavior for Learning (PBL) and child safety children who are out of class must
be approved and identifiable. We have replaced the old green vests with new lanyards called a “Class

Pass”. Students wear the Class Pass when they are going to the toilet, going to the office, or going on a
message for their teacher.

. Class  €ITTD

Baofore | logwve Ehe Clk s 0m
I pat iy Chass Pass on....
1 Whad | g 16 Ba 1ol
2 Wnon | ga io the offics
1 Whan | am sending 8 message o
anathar imachaer

.q.'”.‘.:“,.:-:.:...____.,h__._ Child Safe Standard 11

B e il o L T Policies and procedures document how the
TN —— b pn e kbt organisation is safe for children and young people.

-

Introducing our school captains:

Introducing our School Captains in Year 6: Ollie Borysewicz, Eliza Scott, Elena Murzello & Riley
Quijano. We congratulate them on their appointment and we look forward to seeing them grow as
leaders.

Child Safe Standard 3

Children and young people are empowered about their rights,
participate in decisions affecting them and are taken seriously.



Student Wellbeing News %

From our Wellbeing & Digital Pedagogies Leader, Mrs Laura Chamberlain PAGE 05

First 2026 Cuppa and Chat

We welcomed parents who joined us for the first Cuppa and Chat for 2026. We will hold them from
9.30-10.00am in the Sport’s Centre Foyer, fortnightly after assembly. It’s a good way to connect with
other parents/carers, ask questions and have a breather after a busy school week.

Safer Internet Day Tuesday February 10

Safer Internet Day 2026 is on Tuesday, 10 February 2026, focusing on "Smart tech, safe choices -
Exploring the safe and responsible use of Al". It is a global event held annually on the second Tuesday
of February to promote safer, more positive online experiences for all ages.

Students at St Andrew also continue to learn about Internet Safety in STEM and in their classrooms.
Year 5 and 6 students all have eSmart Digital Licence accounts where they can work on online safety
modules.

To acknowledge safer internet Day, our Foundation children each received a copy of “Swoosh, Glide
and Rule Number 57, a wonderful and engaging story about monitoring device use and screentime.
The book was written and published by the esafety commission: a digital version can be found here.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/media/swoosh-and-glide-story-time-video

Child Safe Standard 4 Child Safe Standard 9

Families and communities are informed and involved in Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing

promoting child safety and wellbeing. while minimising the opportunity for children and young people
to be harmed.
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From our Wellbeing & Digital Pedagogies Leader, Mrs Laura Chamberlain PAGE 06

Bag Accessories and Personal Items

We have updated our policy on bag accessories and personal items.

Keychains and Bag Decorations
e Limit: Students may have one keychain or bag decoration on their school bag.
e Optional: These are not a requirement; they are a personal choice for students who wish to have
one.

Toys and Sports Equipment
e General Rule: Personal toys and sports equipment (including balls) should be left at home.
* Exceptions: Items may only be brought to school if there is a prior arrangement to support a
child’s specific learning or sensory needs.

Morning Storage: If an item is brought to school under an arrangement, it must remain inside the
student's bag before school starts.




Staff Spotlight

with Mrs Melissa Evgeniadis

How long have you worked at St. Andrew’s School?
14 Days!!
What is your role at the school?
The Principal
What is the most rewarding part of your job?
Seeing happy, smiling students, staff and families
What is your ideal way to unwind and relax?
Listening to music or reading a book by the beach in the warm weather
What’s your most fond childhood memory?
Dancing and singing in the lounge room to music and riding my bike
As a child, what did you aspire to be?
A teacher
What was your favourite subject at school?
Maths
What skill would you like to master?
Speaking a language other than english
What book/podcasts are you into at the moment?
True Crime
What is your favourite sport to watch or play?
To watch - AFL (GO PIES)
If you could choose to be anything for a day, what would it be?
A lady of leisure
If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what would it be?
Pasta
If you were a superhero, what powers would you have?
The ability to freeze time
What’s your favourite holiday destination?
Anywhere that involves a plane
Do you collect anything?
Artwork or postcards from different places | have visited
What's your favourite thing to do for fun?

Karaoke
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Ielbcurns Archdiocess
Catholic Schools

r Working
together for
Child Safety

Child Safe Standard 1

“Establish cutturally safe environments in which the diverse and unigue identities and expertences of
Aboriginal children, young people and students are respected and valua®

As Catholic educators, we have 8 moral, mission-drives and tegal responsibility to uphold and actively promote
the wellbeing and =afety of avery student entrusted in our care. Our commétmant to the profection of siudents ig
enabiled In nurturing, respectful and safe communities whera the uniqueness and sacred digmity of every young
persom are celebrated, gnd they can flowrish in thasr leamdng and development.

This newslatter series provides an overview of what the Child Safe Standards are, how they are designed to
help keep children and young peopls safe and what school governed by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholie
Schpols (MALCS} are doing to priceitise and achieve this.

Overview of the Victorian Chiid Safe Our Commitment
Standards

The Vicionian Child Safe Standards are 3 set aof Gur commitmant to the protection of
1 mimimum reduirements thal all ceganisations '
wirking with children must maet. Thase standards are
designed to;

=  Pravent chid abuse and harm

o Maon child safely i sharad rezpansiility

= Supnort the wallbeing of all childeen, including
Aboraging and Towes Strait llander children and
chiidren with disabilities

= Promote the participation and empowenmsent of

chiddren and yowng people
| have come 50 that thay may have
These standards apply to all school staff, volunteers, [ife A T i To- five Tudl
contractors, and emyone working with chddram in / ' {dn10:10)
schiools. /
E i T

Mote: The term ‘Abariginal” includes Aboriginal and Torres Stralt lstander peoplas. it [s important to
barespectful of how Individual children, students, theilr famdlles and community refer to themseahses
snd use appropriate language when referting to Individuals or communiting.

Working together for Child Safety VN
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Spotlight on Child Safe Standard 1

Creating-a Culturafly Safe Environment for Abongmal Shildren

Tl Sk Sanare | sl 30 eshdeirnsn Jinkg oI pooae Faeling cEiEnihy whi. Ty

What does this look like in a school environment? #;

= Calebratng culture: We include snd calebrate Abosging cutture m our chssrooms/ovents
. NADOC Wirek, resssrching stores to-sfane, Inwling guest speskers

= Taking astance: We lead By example against racism and swiltty respond o it 5 observed,

s Warking togather: We contsct and engags with Aborigingl families gand communitias (o
Migkie-sUre our echod] is wilcoming and inclusive. We ask families what they nesd to Tos

supparacd at aur sl
s Ongolng development Do siall receive training snd knovwiedge Lo better understsnd and
EUDPOrT cubtural safety,
How Parents, Carers and Guardians can gat Want Lo kniow mor?

invalved!

Hya hava any quesElons or woukd iss1n

lart more ab .

« Familisrise yoursell with the school's cheid il salety,
cafaty policies and understand row thay
support shudont vaellbaing.

=  Prowvide feadback when you notice something
thaat Fray iMmpact & chilehs safety o wellbeing

s« Bupport your chifd when they express thesir
views and that their aplnions are vaiued and
meard.

= Joinin on school pctivites, parent commitioes
o farums that promobe chdd safety and
wallbeing.

Here's hiow you can support:

hAo

Working together for Child Safety

Raviined: Janiny 20



